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Mark your Calendars!

Status Cards Workshop   --
Elders Meetings              --
Specific Claims Meeting   --
Council Meetings             --
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Simgiigyet Sigidimhanak ganhl guubawilsxwit, my name is
Wapa’nasak, (Morning Star) my English name is Krista Marie
Billy and I come from the Gitxsan/Cree Nations. My mother-
Wanda Villanueva is one out of 11 and my father is Chris
Sinclair Jr-only child. I belong to the house of Gutginuuxs,
Wilnahtahl Anda Up of the Gisghaast clan. I have resided on
the St’uxwtews territorial lands for the past 11 years. I am
married to my amazing husband Kristopher Billy and have four
beautiful children: Rocket, River, Remmington & Ryder. Next
month we will celebrate 19 years of being together.
I am very humbled and honored to take part in the wisdom,
support, and hard work that many have contributed to create
the Education Department. My zeets and yeeh’ea
(grandparents) have taught me since a young girl what it is to
be a hard worker, the ethics of being a good visitor, and most
of all to always respect myself and stand up for what I believe
in. My education background: I graduated with a Diploma of
Academic Studies from Nicola Valley Institute of Technology,
transferred to Simon Fraser University, completed my 3rd year
of Criminology, applied to UBC Law School, completed the
LSAT testing got scared and believed that I wasn’t smart
enough to attend Law School, I applied for the Aboriginal
Youth Internship with the Province of BC, was chosen,
completed a year internship and have had amazing job
opportunities since. I plan on attending Law School once our
son Ryder hits school age, in the meantime I have applied for
the Masters Program with SFU/NVIT and if accepted I will
attend class 2 weekends a month for the next 3 years. 

Meet the New Team Member!
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Himyaa (thank you) to the St’uxwtews

community. I am committed to Bonaparte

First Nations and will do everything in my

power to do the best job I can. I will always

try my best to answer any of your questions

and if I do not have the answer, I will find

one for you. 

Krista Billy - Education Coordinator



Mid-year meetings are scheduled for September to
review each departments Financial statements to
keep our annual budgets on track. 

We have been working with BDO GST specialists to
get caught up with GST Rebates and Filings.  Our
GST filings are now caught up from 2015 and we
will be making installment payments to become
current with CRA.  We have also received
confirmation from CRA that we have been
approved as a Municipality Status for GST purposes;
meaning BFN is now able to receive 100% GST
rebates as opposed to the 50% GST rebates we
were receiving in prior years. 

Lastly, I am delighted to report to community that
Chief and Council have signed off on the Audit for
the fiscal year ending March 31, 2021 and will be
submitted to all of the required organizations
ahead of schedule.  A copy of this current audit (or
any other prior years) can be viewed at the office by
appointment or accessed on our website.  Our
Funding Services Officer at Indigenous Services
Canada is currently finalizing our Audit Review for
the fiscal year ending March 2020; when this is
complete I will be working closely with our Audit
Team to ensure that any Recoveries due from the
fiscal years 2016/17, 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20
are as minimal as possible.  

Kukwstse̓mc,
Samantha Minnabarriet
Finance Manager

Samantha Minnabarriet - Finance
Manager

What's happening with the
Membership?

COVID personal protection equipment (PPE);
masks, hand sanitizer.
2 Passport Photos (available at pharmacies)
Your current status card
Your original Birth Document (birth certificate)
with parental information
Government ID's (Driver's License, Provincial
Health Card, Passport, etc.)
Name-linking documents (If you've changed
your name (i.e: Marriage Certificate)) 

On September 25th, Nina Minnabarriet will host a
day to renew Certification of Indian Status
(laminated) cards, and submit applications for the
Secured Certification of Indian Status (new) cards
for the Bonaparte members (only) that require so.
Please bring the following pieces to acquire a card:

This workshop will be held at the Band Office, on a
first-come-first-serve schedule; therefore, be
prepared to wait in your vehicle, as COVID
regulations will be followed accordingly. The team
will sign each individual in with a screening
questionnaire.

Administration was fortunate enough to acquire
band member, Nina Minnabarriet, to maintain the
Membership Department obligations as
Bonaparte's newly appointed interim Indian
Registry Administrator (IRA); this position is deemed
under Indigenous Services Canada's (ISC) funding
policy and position terms. The long-term plan for
this position will be that the job obligations and
requirements are phased into a permanent full-
time  employee whose schedule would allow it; this
was decided when it was evident that the annual
core-budget received from ISC could not support a
full-time or part-time Membership Clerk. Until this
employee is appointed, Nina's availability will be
restricted; however, we are grateful for the extra
time that Nina has dedicated to assist the
Administration and membership.

Should you require assistance related to status
cards, life events, or Indian Registry, please email
membership@bonaparte.band, or leave a message
for Nina with the Reception at 250-457-9624.

Administration
P:250-457-9624                                                                                                  

Need a Status Card?
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Status Cards available for
Bonaparte band members

Date: September 25
Time: 9AM-3PM

Location: Bonaparte Band
Office

Mark your Calendars!



Elders Meetings

Administration

Elders Meetings are held on the third
Wednesday of every month at 10AM, located at
the Band Hall on IR3. These meetings were
initialized on May 19th, 2021, when Council
and Administration called upon the Elders to
seek direction for a dispute regarding the
discovery and disturbance of precolonial
ancestral remains located on the Ashcroft
Terminal's site (read more about the reburial
on pp 546). From this, came the resolution of
Administration and Leadership tasked to place
more pressure on the terminal to lay the
ancestors where they were originally laid to
rest; when the correspondence from the
Terminal did not satisfy the Elders' decision,
Marilyn Porter offset a peaceful dispute by
holding a pipe ceremony at the burial (Ashcroft
Terminal) site on June 2nd and 3rd. From this
monumental event, it was clear that the
request for the Elders to meet regularly, had
provided a space where Administration and
Council could directly discuss issues that
majorly impact all of St'uxwtews, and therefore
find resolutions which best suit the
community. made  The continuance of the
Elders Meeting series was a part of Council's
decision to provide the Elders and community
an opportunity to bring forth items of
discussion with CEO, Sean Bennett and
Council. 

P:250-457-9624                                                                                                  

Rayne Porter - Executive Assistant

Garbage Pickup every
Wednesday
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Elders Meeting Dates
At the last Elders Meeting dated August 18th,
2021, there was discussion around the structure
of these meetings; such as meeting procedures,
and agenda items. The structure was indicated
to be a work in progress, as the agendas were
currently compiled by Administration, but are
essentially open to all items which the Elders
see fit.
This month's Elders Meeting has been
conjoined with the Specific Claims Meeting
located at the Cache Creek Community Hall. 
The following Elders Meeting will be dated on
October 20th, 2021, located at the Band Hall.

Specific Claims Meeting
Date: Wednesday,
September 15th
Time: 10AM-4PM

Location: Cache Creek
Community 

Hall

Mark your Calendars!



September Council Dates:
Friday, September 10, 2021

Wednesday, September 29, 2021

Mark your Calendars!
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Updated Faculty Contacts for you!
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