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ST’UXWTÉWS CAME TOGETHER IN A GOOD WAY

AUGUST 2026 Bonaparte First Nation

A Wonderful Weekend for Community at the St’uxwtéws Pow Wow
The 3rd Annual St’uxwtéws Pow Wow was a beautiful weekend of
community, culture, laughter, and togetherness. From the moment the
dancers entered the arbor, the energy was powerful. Families, visitors,
Elders, youth, dancers, singers, drummers, volunteers, and community
members all came together in a good way.
Throughout the weekend, we were honoured to witness the crowning
of the St’uxwtéws 2026–2027 Princess, Jada Arnouse. Congratulations,
Jada. We are so proud of you and look forward to seeing you represent
St’uxwtéws with pride, kindness, and strength. A special thank you to
outgoing St’uxwtéws Princess Kara Retasket for representing
St’uxwtéws with pride, grace, and kindness. We wish Kara good luck in
all her future endeavours and look forward to watching her continue to
shine.
The weekend was filled with many special moments, including the
specials, giveaways, the hand drum competition, and the joy of
watching dancers move through the arbor while listening to all the
powerful drums. Each song, dance, giveaway, and gathering reminded
us of who we are and the importance of keeping our traditions strong.
A heartfelt thank you goes out to the JP Society organizers,
volunteers, cooks, sponsors, dancers, drummers, families, visitors, and
everyone who helped make the weekend possible. Your hard work,
generosity, and dedication helped create a memorable and meaningful
celebration for our community.
Kukwstsétsemc to everyone who came out, supported, participated,
and helped make the St’uxwtéws Pow Wow a wonderful weekend for
community.

Chief & Council ‘Hat & Boot
Special’ winners & judges.

What a great time to watch
them dance.



POW WOW 2026 PHOTOS



Dear membership
I would like to introduce myself, my name is Vivian Simon, I was
hired in March 2026 as the Finance Manager for BFN, I am a
member of the Skeetchestn Indian Band I am very
knowledgeable in first nations finances, I have been a Certified
Aboriginal Financial Manager since November 2002. 
The last 3 months have been extremely busy for the finance
team, with getting the financials updated for BFN and
preparing for the year end audit for March 2026. I must say
that everyone pitched in and helped so that we met the
deadline for the auditors to start their review of the financial
information. The 2026 audit is set to be completed and
approved by the Chief and Council soon.
As we wrap up the first quarter (April-June) of this fiscal year
2026-2027, the revenues are entered into the accounting
system, and the banks are reconciled to June 2026. The
Directors/Managers have up to date financial information
which will allow them to manage their budgets better. 
BFN has been working with Sam Harris, Financial Specialist for
First Nations Financial Management Board (FNFMB) he is
supporting the finance team in various areas, and in addition
to this he prepared and facilitated a budget workshop for the
Directors/Managers of Bonaparte in early May 2026. Our goal
is to have the budgets completed and presented to Council for
final approval within the next month.
My team and I worked diligently to bring the previous fiscal
year up to date, meet organizational obligations and reporting
deadlines. We look forward to continuing our hard work for the
community, have a wonderful summer.
Finance TEAM - Monica, Nicole & Vivian

🏢 Office Closures – Every Second Friday

Please note that the Band Office is closed every second Friday.
The next scheduled closures are:

 
August 7th | August 21st

Thank you for your understanding, and please plan accordingly.
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St’uxwtéws Poet kit-xgwélemc Kennedy
Wins Indigenous Voices Award
St’uxwtéws is proud to celebrate kit-xgwélemc
kennedy, a Secwépemc poet and member of
St’uxwtéws, who was recently recognized with an
Indigenous Voices Award in the unpublished
poetry category.
The Indigenous Voices Awards were created to
support and uplift Indigenous writers and their
work. This year, kit-xgwélemc was recognized
among emerging Indigenous writers for his
poetry, which has been described as reflective,
observant, humorous, and full of rhythm.
kit-xgwélemc shared that his love for literature
and writing was inspired by family, especially his
mother and grandmother. His mother, Dawn
Amber Tonks, is also a poet and was previously
recognized with an Indigenous Voices Award in
the same unpublished poetry category.
Through his poetry, kit-xgwélemc explores
themes of identity, love, family, culture, Coyote,
belonging, acceptance, and the small details of
everyday life. His work reflects both personal
experience and cultural connection, while also
showing the power of poetry as a form of
storytelling and self-expression.
The award jurors praised his poetry for its
humour, strong voice, and rhythm, noting the
depth and reflection within his work. kit-
xgwélemc shared that humour is connected to
how he understands storytelling, family, and
community.
kit-xgwélemc is currently attending the
University of Victoria, where he studies English
and Writing. He also serves as poetry editor for
This Side of West, the university’s undergraduate
literary journal, where he supports and
encourages other student writers.
His writing is influenced by both classic and
contemporary poets, including Indigenous
writers. He continues to explore different poetry
forms and styles while developing his own voice.
He has also written about Coyote, love, family,
identity, and what it means to be away from
home while still carrying culture, responsibility,
and connection.

As he continues his writing journey, kit-
xgwélemc hopes to inspire other
Indigenous youth, Secwépemc youth,
queer youth, and transgender youth to
know that their stories, voices, and
experiences matter. He reminds others that
art is for everyone and that everyone has
the ability to create.
This recognition is a proud moment for
St’uxwtéws and a reminder of the strength
of our storytellers, writers, artists,
students, and youth. Congratulations, kit-
xgwélemc, on this well-deserved
achievement. We look forward to seeing
where your writing journey takes you next.
Source: IndigiNews, “‘Rhythm crafted for
the human voice’: Poet kit-xgwélemc
kennedy wins an Indigenous Voices Award,”
written by Dionne Phillips, Local
Journalism Initiative Reporter, published
July 5, 2026.





BFN Fire Mitigation Workers 🔥🌲
A big thank you to BFN’s Fire Mitigation Workers for stepping up
to help reduce wildfire risks and protect our homes, lands, and

community. Your hard work and commitment are greatly
appreciated! 👏🏽





SPOTS STILL OPEN, REGISTER NOW!!!!



Awesome job on this remarkable achievement. Completing your schooling is a testament to
your perseverance, hard work, and unwavering dedication to your goals. Throughout your
academic journey, you not only balanced the demands of your studies but also demonstrated
exceptional commitment by maintaining full-time employment, a challenge that requires
extraordinary discipline, time management, and resilience. Your repeated recognition on the
Dean’s List reflects both your academic excellence and your determination to succeed
despite competing responsibilities. You have set an inspiring example of what can be
accomplished through focus, sacrifice, and a strong work ethic. This accomplishment is well-
deserved, and you should be immensely proud of the dedication and perseverance that
brought you to this milestone. St’uxwtéws Education Department is so proud of each and
everyone of you!!! Enjoy the rest of your summer!

Congratulations to the Office
Admin Cohort on the 

completion of their schooling.
Monica Foster
Terri Ann Allen
Kala Morgan
Tara Zabotel

Kaylee Kennedy

HCA- Certificate Program goes 
into diploma for nursing

Congratulations to the First
Nations Governance and
Leadership Cohort for 

completing their program.
Tammy Brown
Rochelle Porter
Sierra Loewen

Fawn Pierro-Zabotel
Shaunna Pierro
Savannah Pierro

Marilyn Porter

Kyle Minnabarriet
Heidi Greenman

Jamie Porter
Susan Manual
Emily Lindley

Honey Minnabarriet

 
We will be forwarding the registration and info as we 

receive it.

ENRT-dual credit program

We would also like to wish our Summer Student Destre Porter- Nicholas a 
Happy 16th Birthday!! (July 29)



COMMUNITY EVENTS

July 25 Pear Lake Fire Community Update Meeting
Approximately 70 members attended the July 25 community meeting, both in

person and online. The strong turnout helped ensure that important information

was shared with the community and that members had an opportunity to ask

questions and prepare.

A great dinner was provided for everyone in attendance. Thank you to Heidi

Greenman and Rochelle Porter for providing the community update, and to

Karen Warren for assisting members with applications and registration for the BC

Services Card.

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported the meeting.



.

Wildfire Smoke & Extreme Heat

Wildfire smoke and extreme heat can affect
everyone's health, especially Elders, young
children, pregnant people, and those with

heart or lung conditions.
The Indigenous Knowledge Translation
Working Group has developed helpful
resources on preparing your home for

smoky season, staying safe when smoke is in
the air, and protecting yourself during

extreme heat.
Visit the BC Centre for Disease Control's

Indigenous Health Resources page to access
these free guides:

https://www.bccdc.ca/health-
info/prevention-public-health/indigenous-

health-resources
Let's look out for one another this summer
by staying informed, checking in on family
and neighbours, and taking steps to stay

safe. 🌿





Contact : Kaylee Kennedy, Youth Coordinator, for more information and to RSVP
250-457-9624

U17 Provincial Champions!
Congratulations to the U17 athletes and coaches
on an outstanding performance at the 2026 BC
Provincial Softball Championships, held in
Terrace over the July 24–26 weekend.
Their teamwork, dedication and hard work paid
off, earning them the title of U17 Boys Provincial
Champions. St’uxwtéws is proud to celebrate the
athletes, coaches and families who supported the
teams throughout the season.
What an incredible achievement—congratulations
to everyone involved!



Secwépemc Law Reawakening – Community Invitation
The Secwépemc Law Reawakening gathering is open to all community members and surrounding

communities.
Join us for this important opportunity to learn, connect, and participate in discussions on the

revitalization of Secwépemc law. To register: Scan the QR code on the event poster.
For pre registration: 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/usgvQuu6uB?origin=lprLink

For more information or assistance with registration, please contact:
Kassidy Chelsea -Governance Administrative Assistant

governanceadmin@shuswapnation.org



Please contact Byron Porter - byron@bonaparte.band for more information or
questions.  Don’t miss your chance at winning, submit your questionnaire now!!

Share your water conservation ideas and you could win monthly prizes. Small actions
today help protect our water for future generations.

JULY Winners
 $25 GC & a Water is Life t-shirt

Youth - 
Adult - 



🎉 Interested in Volunteering for Community Bingo Events? 🎉
We are looking for community members interested in helping with future community-held BINGO
events!
Volunteers may assist with:
Set up & clean up - Concession - Calling bingo numbers - Loonie Ball table assistance 

BINGO events are a great way to bring community together, have fun, and support one another.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Terri at the BFN Admin Office.
Thank you for supporting community events! ❤️ It’s a Win-Win situation 

to all the AUGUST babies

Local Business in Development: Ts’iwens Meat Co.

St’uxwtéws band member Bailie Stewart is working toward launching Ts’iwens Meat Co., a local
custom meat-processing business.

As part of the planning and development process, Bailie is inviting local farmers and ranchers to
complete an online Intent Form and share information about their farm or ranch and potential

processing needs.
Planned services include beef, pork, poultry, small livestock and wild-game processing, along with

sausage making, smoked meats, butchering and wrapping.

Scan the QR code on the poster (on next page) to complete the form, and follow Ts’iwens Meat Co.
on Facebook for updates. For more information, contact 250-819-6186 or

tsiwensmeatco@gmail.com.

Aunty Marie Antoine celebrated her 88  Birthday on July 26   th TH



BAILIE STEWART









Cooling Centre Available
During Hot Weather

The Health Centre Board
Room is available as a

Cooling Centre from 8:00
a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Community members are
welcome to stop in, cool

down and take a break
from the heat. Water and

snacks are available.
During hot weather, please
remember to drink plenty

of water and check on
Elders, children,

neighbours and anyone
who may need additional

support.

W.Morgan’s service family &
community gathering





Bonaparte First Nation
 

Transit # (5 digits):

2689A Sage Hill Rd, Hwy 97N, Box669,Cache Creek,BC V0K1H0

Tel:(250)457-9624 Fax: (250)457-9550

Institution # (3 digits):

ATTACH A VOID CHEQUE OR DIRECT DEPOSIT INFORMATION WITH THIS FORM

ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFER (EFT) FORM

 

Direct Deposit Information for Finance Department

Please complete this form clearly and attach a void cheque or direct deposit information from your bank. 
Privacy Notice: All personal and banking information submitted on this form will be kept confidential and protected. This
information will only be used by Bonaparte First Nation’s Finance Department for the purpose of processing EFT/direct deposit
payments. Information will not be shared except as required to process payments or as required by law.

AUTHORIZATION
By signing this document, I authorize EFT payments from Bonaparte First Nation to be sent to the bank account listed above. I confirm that the
information provided is true and accurate.

MEMBER / PAYEE INFORMATION

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION INFORMATION

Print Name:

Phone #:

Legal Name (First,
Last):

Email Address:

Status Number:

Account Number:

Name of Financial Institution:

Address:

City:

Name as on Account:

Province:

Phone Number:

Signature:

Date Signed (YYYY/MM/DD):

Telephone:

Postal Code:

IMPORTANT:

 

Email: payables@bonaparte.band

RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO:
Bonaparte First Nation - Attention: Payables

PO Box 669,2689A Sage Hill Road,Cache Creek, BC V0K 1H0

Cheques uncashed after 6 months are invalid and will not be reissued. Direct deposit is recommended for timely
payment.

BFN Finance Department - EFT / Direct Deposit Form



Support
community
members





Sudoku - medium





McLean Fire (near old garbage dump area) 

UBC Fundraiser
Kukpi7 Frank, Howard A, Cody M &

Byron 



ELDERS - SIGN UP WITH TERRI ANN ALLAN, RECEPTION, 250.457.9624
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