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🔥 COMING TOGETHER: BUILDING THE
C7ÍSTKTEN (WINTER HOME)

This April, St’uxwtéws hosted a powerful gathering through the C7ístkten
(Winter Home) build, bringing together community members from near
and far, along with relatives from Secwépemc, Syilx, Nlaka’pamux, and
St’át’imc Nations.
Guided by Sonny Kiitokii (Prairie Chicken) and the Language and
Culture team, participants took part in hands-on, land-based learning—
building not just a structure, but reconnecting with culture, teachings,
and one another.
Elders, youth, and families worked side by side, creating a space filled
with learning, laughter, and unity. The workshop concluded with a
“Waking Up the Winter Home” ceremony, marking an important cultural
moment for our community.

A special highlight was the honouring of Zachary and Colter William,
who were blanketed in recognition of their dedication and hard work
throughout the build.

The work continues, and members are welcome to stop by and see the
progress at Hat Creek Ranch.

This gathering showed the strength of our people—when we come
together, we build more than structures, we build community.
Kukstemc to everyone who helped bring this to life. 🧡
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📅 JUNE AT A GLANCE

June 6th –
Assistance Slips Due

June is graduation
month

May 19th– Chief &
Council Meeting
summary

Health Dep’t Logo
contest

Elders Bingo / Events

PowWow’s,
Gatherings, fun ...



🏢 Office Closures – Every Second Friday
Please note that the Band Office is closed every second Friday.

The next scheduled closures are:
May 29  June 12 , June 26th th, th

Thank you for your understanding, and please plan accordingly.

🌿 ELDERS Community Support
Nina Minnabarriet, LPN, is available to support Elders with home

visits, doctor’s appointments, assistance with showering,
medications, and/or exercise.

Hours: Monday–Friday, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
 Please note: respite services are not available.

📞 For assistance or more information, please call Nina at 
250-457-3194

🏛️ Kukpi7 Frank – April 2026 Report
April was a busy and productive month, with leadership
focused on governance, economic development, and
community engagement.
Highlights include:

Ongoing meetings with BSLP and General Manager to
support operations and growth
Engagement with Fortis and SRSS on partnerships and
services
Participation in ITC meetings and Indigenous tourism
initiatives
Attendance at World Tourism America in São Paulo,
Brazil, promoting opportunities and connections
Supporting community through events, including the
Baby Basket Ceremony and community meetings
Hosting and attending the Indigenous Tourism
Conference locally
Meeting with Minister Valdez to discuss tourism and
economic opportunities
Chief & Council meeting to advance key priorities
Discussions on land matters (Lots 33 & 34, IR #5)
Meetings with BFN management and Governance on
policy updates
Planning discussions for upcoming events, including
Desert Bloom Festival

✨  Leadership continues to focus on building strong
relationships, supporting economic development, and
advancing community priorities.



👵👴 Elders Meeting – May 7th
The Elders group continues to meet regularly to discuss community priorities, cultural
activities, wellness initiatives, and ways to strengthen communication and support for
Elders within Bonaparte First Nation.
Recent discussions included the cemetery expansion and Quonset Hut area, with follow-
up conversations planned with the Lands Department. FireSmart and community safety
concerns were also discussed, as many Elders and community members continue to
express concerns regarding wildfire preparedness and the overall safety and wellbeing
of the community. Work is ongoing to prepare recommendations and information for
leadership’s consideration.
The group also discussed opportunities to expand Elder programming, cultural activities,
and future supports for Elders within the community. Conversations continue regarding
participation in the upcoming 50th Elders Gathering in Vancouver this August.
Additional discussions focused on community events, sponsorship processes,
accountability, budgeting, and how community members can continue to be involved in
decision-making and event planning. Information regarding grant writing support was
also shared with the group and was very well received.
Fundraising continues to be a challenge, particularly with bingo events, and the group is
now exploring other fundraising opportunities to support Elders attending cultural
gatherings, regional events, and networking opportunities with other Elders throughout
the province.
Planning discussions also took place regarding the June 21 ceremony and activities
connected to the Ashcroft Terminal and Historic Hat Creek Ranch.
Another important topic was technology and computer support for Elders. There is
growing interest in helping Elders learn how to use email, online communication tools,
and the BFN App so they can stay connected, informed, and engaged with community
updates and activities.
The Elders group remains committed to supporting culture, community involvement,
wellness, and opportunities for future generations while ensuring Elders continue to
have a strong voice within the community.

ELDERS MEETING HIGHLIGHTSELDERS MEETING HIGHLIGHTS



Chief & Council Meeting Highlights – May 19, 2026

Chief and Council met on May 19, 2026 to review ongoing projects, financial updates,
economic development opportunities, environmental initiatives, and upcoming
community events.

Discussions included updates from BSLP regarding potential rail maintenance
opportunities across Western Canada, ongoing work connected to Christensen Ranch,
watershed planning, and future environmental initiatives. Council also discussed
community project timelines, infrastructure priorities, and the importance of
strengthening long-term planning and accountability processes.

Dario Antoine, representative, from the Mother Earth Cultural Conservation Society
presented on their work involving environmental stewardship, cultural conservation,
youth engagement, and community clean-up initiatives within Bonaparte territory.
Discussions included future collaboration opportunities and the development of a
formal partnership framework.

The Powwow Committee provided updates regarding planning for the upcoming July
Powwow, including sponsorship efforts, arbor construction, fundraising, and event
logistics. Council reviewed a funding request to support the event and discussed
accountability and financial tracking processes moving forward.

Council also reviewed the Nation’s 2024–2025 financial statements from MNP and
discussed recommendations related to financial management, organizational structure,
and long-term planning. Financial updates included discussion on revenues,
investments, deferred revenue, and the need for clearer operational separation between
Band operations and BSLP projects moving forward.

Additional presentations included updates from Fortescue regarding proposed mining
exploration permits and timelines. Community concerns related to environmental
impacts, mining history, and long-term land stewardship were discussed, with further
updates expected at a future Council meeting.

Council continues to work on initiatives related to economic development,
environmental stewardship, governance, infrastructure, and community wellbeing while
planning for additional opportunities for membership engagement and information
sharing in the coming months.  
All members are welcome at the meetings, stay informed and your input matters!!



XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX

SHER PERRY 
Home & Community Care

Nurse 
Available - Monday to

Thursday 
9am - 3pm 

for foot care, 
please call 

1.250.457.6233 
for an appointment

Health Access & 
Foot Care Services

XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX

Celebrating Our 2026
Graduates 🎓

Bonaparte First Nation would
like to recognize and celebrate
our 2026 graduates in the
upcoming July Newsletter.
We are proud of every
achievement and look forward
to honouring graduates from
Elementary School, High
School, College, University,
Trades, Certificate Programs,
and Higher Education.
Please continue sending in your
graduate photos and
information to:
📧 communication@bonaparte.band

Congratulations to all
graduates — your hard work and
dedication make our
community proud! I look
forward to seeing the grads and
families celebrate !

XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX











🏛️ Governance Update

Thank you to everyone who attended the BFN General Meeting on April 18th at the Quonset
Hut. It was great to see 30+ members come out for a full day of discussion, ideas, and
community engagement.

The meeting brought forward strong conversations, thoughtful input, and forward-thinking
perspectives that continue to guide our work as a Nation.

As part of ongoing governance work, development of the Trespass By-law is continuing. The
next meeting with legal counsel is scheduled for May 25th as we work to ensure the by-law
reflects community safety, clarity, and enforcement moving forward.

✨ We appreciate the continued communication and the good work we are all contributing
to as a community.
— Governance Department









📱 BFN App Update – Members Only Access
I’m making it easier for members to stay informed and connected.

Important community documents are now available directly in the BFN App
This includes:

 • Chief & Council updates • Policies & procedures
 • Housing information • Governance documents

 • Community notices • And more as they become available
To view these documents, you must be:

 ✔️ A registered member of the app
 ✔️ Logged into your account

This helps ensure important information is shared securely, respectfully, and
with our members first.

📌 If you haven’t registered yet, now is a great time to sign up and stay up to
date.

If you need help getting set up, please reach out — I’m happy to assist!
Kukwstsétsemc for staying connected and informed. 🤝 ~ Tammy

Check Your Pets for
Ticks 🐾

Tick season is here,
and pets can easily
pick up ticks while
walking through tall
grass, brush, or
wooded areas.
Tick Tips for Pet
Owners:
Check your pets daily,
especially after walks
or outdoor play
Look closely around:
• ears
• neck
• paws
• under collars
• belly and tail areas
Remove ticks carefully
with tweezers by
pulling straight out
Wash your hands after
removal
Watch for signs your
pet may not be feeling
well
If you are concerned
about a tick bite or
your pet becomes
sick, contact your
veterinarian.



Community Safety Update
To help address ongoing concerns
related to vandalism, theft, trespassing,
and property damage, Bonaparte First
Nation has installed 24-hour video
surveillance around community
buildings and properties.
These cameras are intended to help
improve safety for community members,
staff, Elders, youth, and visitors while
also helping protect community assets
and infrastructure.
Community safety is everyone’s
responsibility. We encourage members
to report suspicious activity and
continue working together to help create
a safe and respectful community for all.

Reporting Crime & Safety Concerns
If you witness suspicious activity, theft, vandalism, trespassing, or
feel someone is in immediate danger, please contact the
appropriate authorities.
Emergency
📞 Call 911
For emergencies or situations where immediate police, fire, or
ambulance assistance is needed.
Non-Emergency Police
📞 Ashcroft RCMP Non-Emergency:
250-453-2212
Community Reminder
Please report suspicious activity and help look out for one another.
Community safety is everyone’s responsibility.
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Contact Membership,

Terri Allan @ 250.457.9624 

**  MEMBERSHIP ADDRESS
UPDATE ~REFERENDUM,

VOTER’S LIST, ETC...**

🌱

🗣 Secwepemctsín Word of the
Month

 
🌱le7 te melámen re melénllp

1. The balsam fir is good
medicine.

This teaching reminds us of the
importance of acknowledging

one another—whether through a
greeting, a smile, or a kind word. 

Taking the time to greet each
other builds connection, shows
respect, and strengthens our

sense of community.

✨ When we greet one another,
we honour our relationships and

who we are as St’uxwtéws.

🔥 Our Values in Action
Le7 re sucwentwécw-kt. – It is
good that we greet one another.
 A simple greeting goes a long
way in building respect,
connection, and community.

 Culture & Language
Corner



Support community



Sudoku - hard
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