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WELCOME HOME: 
ST’UXWTÉWS WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

Nation-building happens in many ways — through language, through
land, through governance — and through welcoming our people home.
Recently, through Band Council Resolution (BCR), we formally
welcomed Michael Williams, Honey Johnson, Jordyn Johnson, Jade
Sheena, Crystle John, Taryn Morey, Keelin Shintah-Bonneau, Mason
Morey, Ayla Morey, Bree Antoine, Lachlann Shintah, Shaye Shintah,
Shale Shintah-Antoine, Walker Shintah, Francyne Prairie Chicken,
Selena Narcisse, and Justin Prairie Chicken as members of St’uxwtéws.
It has been far too long since our Nation has formally welcomed new
members. For many families, this moment represents patience,
persistence, and a deep desire to belong. Moving this work forward was
important — not just administratively, but spiritually and collectively.
Each of these individuals brings family ties, history, and future
generations with them. Membership is not simply a process — it is
recognition of belonging, identity, and connection to community.
As our Nation continues to grow, so too does our responsibility to
govern with fairness, transparency, and vision. Welcoming new
members reflects our commitment to strengthening St’uxwtéws —
ensuring that every voice matters and every family has a place within
our shared future.
To our newest members: welcome home. We are proud to stand
alongside you as we continue building a strong, united, and thriving
Nation together.
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🏒 Youth Headed to
Native Hockey
Tournaments

Our youth are gearing up to
compete in upcoming Native
Hockey tournaments in
Merritt and Prince George.
We’re proud of the
dedication and teamwork
they continue to show as
they represent their families
and community on the ice.
These tournaments are
about more than hockey —
they’re about connection,
confidence, and culture.
Wishing our players,
coaches, and families safe
travels and great
tournaments.  Check out the
Merritt poster on page 33.
Play with pride! 💛🏒



From December 1 through February 27, leadership has maintained a full and active schedule focused on
economic development, governance, regional collaboration, and community engagement.
Beginning December 1–2, meetings were held with companies preparing bids for the CN McAbee Gravel Pit,
along with local business discussions and a site tour in January. This project continues to move forward with
steady momentum. Additional economic meetings included CN Ballast (January 9), 1% Holding Ltd (January
9), Ashcroft Terminal (February 5), renewable energy discussions with NNTC (December 30 & January 8),
and the BluEarth Cache Wind Project (February 26). Weekly meetings with BSLP Economic Development
continued consistently throughout December, January, and February.
Environmental and land-use planning advanced through the GHD compost site meeting (December 4) and
multiple site tours at Hat Creek Ranch, Loon Lake Camp, and the Hatchery (February 3 and February 11–12).
Governance work remained steady, with duly convened Chief & Council meetings on December 18, January
21, and February 23, as well as an Emergency Meeting on January 7. Financial oversight meetings were held
January 15 and January 20. Leadership also engaged in the Band General Assembly (January 24) and the
BFN Open House (February 24).
Regional leadership responsibilities included SNTC meetings in Kamloops (January 7) and Salmon Arm
(February 4), Secwepemc Winter Gatherings in Kamloops (February 1) and Williams Lake (February 13–15),
and the Secwepemc Regionalization Planning Session (February 25).
Tourism and cultural representation were significant during this period. From December 5–15, Kukpi7
attended the Taiwan Indigenous Games with 28 members of our Nation. Additional participation included
the Impact Tourism Conference in Victoria (January 25–29) and the International Indigenous Tourism
Conference in Edmonton (February 16–19).
Throughout the holiday season, Kukpi7 attended staff and community Christmas events (December 17–19),
before a brief Christmas break (December 20–January 4).
Over these three months, leadership has maintained an exceptionally busy schedule — often multiple
meetings per day — ensuring Bonaparte First Nation remains active in economic development, governance
oversight, regional collaboration, and community connection.
Kukpi7 remains committed to advancing sustainable opportunities and protecting the long-term interests
of our Nation.
Kukwstsétsemc.

Message from Kukpi7 Frank Antoine
Leadership Update | December 1, 2025 – February 27, 2026



SHER PERRY 
Home & Community Care

Nurse 
Available - Monday to

Thursday 
9am - 3pm 

for foot care, 
please call 

1.250.457.6233 
for an appointment

Health Access & 
Foot Care Services



Tkwem7íple7 Rochelle Porter – February Update
February was a busy and productive month focused on
education, housing, child and family services, infrastructure
planning, and regional partnerships.
Rochelle attended the SNTC Stmemelt project closing event,
where the five-year agreement film was shared and the Baby
Basket Society and Board Members were honoured. Meetings
also continued regarding Specific Claims (IR 5) and Fire Smart BC
Indigenous Outreach initiatives.
At Okanagan College, Rochelle participated in the SNTC meeting
and House of Learning Partnership Agreement signing ceremony
— a meaningful milestone for education collaboration.
Child & Family Services & Funding
Multiple SCFSA board meetings were attended in Kamloops and
Kelowna. SCFSA purchased three homes through NICHI funding
and worked through amended agreements. Intensive planning
sessions ensured reporting deadlines were met, protecting nearly
$1.5 million in potential funding from being reallocated.
Stay tuned for community access to Reading Eggs, Mathletics,
and Mathseeds programs.
Infrastructure & Planning
Weekly meetings continue with Atmospheric Perspective on the
Band Hall replacement and new Fire Hall, including expanded
office space and future growth planning.
Additional meetings included:

FNESS regarding CRI mitigation applications
Urban Systems on the Active Transportation Plan (walking
paths and overpass planning)
ISC Education discussions toward a future K–4 school, with
long-term vision for K–12

Regional & Community Engagement
Rochelle attended the Big Horn Sheep translocation event in
partnership with WPCIB and Skeetchestn after nine years of
conservation work.
She also participated in BSLP meetings, Chief & Council meetings,
the Elders Meeting at Hat Creek Ranch, the Band Meeting at the
Ashcroft Hub, and the SCFSA Parenting Conference with over 300
attendees.
Items of Note
• Submit Housing Applications to Sierra — assistance is available.
 • Interested in joining a Fire Smart Committee? Reach out.
 • Youth and Elders are encouraged to get involved in STNC
boards.
 • Rochelle is regularly in the Chief & Council boardroom and
welcomes drop-ins.
Tkwem7íple7
 Rochelle Porter
Rochelle.porter@bonaparte.band or 250-682-8620 (call or text)



The Elders gathered on February 25 at Hat Creek Ranch for a productive and wide-ranging meeting
focused on culture, governance, community safety, and upcoming events.
❄️ Winter Gathering – Williams Lake
Elders attended the Winter Gathering February 13–15 in Williams Lake. It was a meaningful
opportunity to connect with neighbouring communities, share stories, and strengthen
relationships during the winter season.
🔥 FireSmart & Community Safety
FireSmart remains a priority as we move toward spring. Updates and further discussion are
scheduled to ensure our homes and lands remain protected.
The RCMP also provided a fraud prevention presentation, sharing important information on
recognizing scams and protecting personal information.
🎟️ Elders Raffle
The Elders raffle has been extended, with the live draw confirmed for March 9 at 12:00 PM. Tickets
must be submitted prior to the draw. Thank you to everyone helping sell and support this
initiative.
💃 Spring Dance – April 4
Plans are underway for the Elders’ Spring Dance on April 4 from 8:00 PM to midnight at the
Quonset. All 17 Secwepemc bands will be invited. The evening will include prizes, finger foods,
music by Ritchie and the Fendermen, and a photo booth. This will be a drug- and alcohol-free
event for community enjoyment.  Send out the invitation to our neighbouring nations and friends
and family.  Check out the poster in this month’s newsletter.
🏛️ Cultural & Historical Projects
Work continues regarding the Ashcroft Terminal site, including plans for an extended ceremony in
April/May and development of a plaque/monument. A visit to Falkland is being organized to
finalize design and wording.
At Hat Creek Ranch, Elders’ portraits and storyboards are being developed to honour both past
and present Elders and strengthen historical displays.
🧳 Policy Development & Planning
An Elders’ Trip Policy is being drafted to guide travel participation, including expectations around
no-shows and chaperones. Planning is also underway for the Vancouver Elders Gathering in
August 2026.
A Community Funeral Protocol is being developed to document traditional practices and clarify
roles and responsibilities for families and staff.
👥 Child & Family Services Discussion
Terry Porter provided an update on Child & Family Services, including funding discussions,
jurisdiction considerations, and the need for consistent representation for children in care. Further
updates and legal guidance will be sought to ensure clarity and community-centered approaches.
💻 Capacity Building
Plans are moving forward for an Elders Computer Course to support digital skills, and a
Coordinator position will be posted to strengthen administrative support for Elders programming.

ELDERS MEETING HIGHLIGHTS



🏢 Office Closures – Every Second Friday
Please note that the Band Office is closed every second Friday.

The next scheduled closures are:
March 6, 20 & April 3

Thank you for your understanding, and please plan accordingly.

🥊 Fight Night Victory in Kelowna
On February 21, at VIP Okanagan Fight Night 7 held at the
Kelowna Community Theatre, Tayton Stewart stepped into
the ring against Aaron Lars in a highly competitive bout.
After a hard-fought match, Tayton secured the win by
Unanimous Decision, demonstrating discipline, resilience,
and technical skill throughout all rounds.
Fight night is never just about the few minutes in the ring — it
represents months of preparation, conditioning, and mental
focus. Tayton’s performance reflects the dedication required
to compete at this level and the strength of the team
supporting him.
Congratulations on a well-earned victory. We are proud to
see our athletes representing with heart and determination.Tayton Stewart

🌷 Spring Break Reminder
Spring Break will take place from March 14 to
March 29, with students returning to class on
March 30.
We hope our students and families take this time
to rest, recharge, and enjoy time together.
Whether you’re travelling, attending cultural
events, spending time outdoors, or simply slowing
down at home, we wish everyone a safe and
healthy break.
After Spring Break, be ready for a strong finish to
the school year & Graduation season!
Enjoy the break and stay safe! 🌼💛



❄️ St’uxwtéws Family Day 2026
Cold Hands, Warm Hearts at Loon Lake It was cold. Like… real winter cold. 🥶
But that didn’t stop our community from showing up and showing out at St’uxwtéws Family
Day 2026 at Loon Lake!
While I wasn’t able to attend in person, the photos and updates rolling in made it very clear —
the ice may have been frozen solid, but the community spirit was on fire. 🔥
🎣 Fishing Derby Highlights
The Fishing Derby brought out the early risers, the patient pros, and the hopeful first-timers.
There may have been frozen fingers… but there were also some impressive catches!
A big congratulations to Tanisha Terry (1st), Trina Terry (2nd), and Julie Z (4th) in the Adult
Derby — with 3rd place to be confirmed.
The Youth Derby winner was Maya Antoine.
I’m still tracking down the full list of winners (if you know, send them my way!), but
congratulations to everyone who braved the cold and took part. Whether you placed or not,
getting out together is always a winner! 
🃏 Poker Run, Curling & Community Fun
From shuffleboard curling and crib tournaments to crafts, card games, and skating, there was
something happening in every direction. Friendly competition, laughter, and a whole lot of
teasing (the good kind 😉).
And let’s be honest — sometimes the real competition is over who makes the best bannock.
🥘  The Real MVP: The Food - warm the tummy comfort food and warm drinks to keep the
hands warm.
If you came hungry, you did it right. Nothing builds community quite like standing around with
a warm cup in your hands while someone tells a fish story that gets bigger every time it’s
repeated.
💛 Thank You, Volunteers
A huge thank you to the Derby judges, event organizers, food crews, and volunteers who
made it all happen. These days don’t just magically appear — they’re built by people who
care.
Gas vouchers were handed out at the event to help families travel out — just one more way
we support one another in gathering together. ~ Tammy



MARK  YOUR CALENDAR





Akio Pierro Celebrates His 5th
Birthday with Annual Pow Wow

Ashcroft Desert Sands Community School was filled
with song, colour, and celebration as Akio Pierro
marked his 5th birthday with his annual birthday pow
wow.
The turnout was strong, with dancers, Elders, families,
and visitors from multiple communities coming
together to honour a young man who is clearly
surrounded by love.
Standing proudly in his regalia, Akio was lifted up in a
way that reflects the strength of our cultures — where
milestones are celebrated with song, ceremony, and
community. The flags stood tall, the regalia shone
brightly, and the spirit in the room was powerful.
Akio is blessed with a strong, supportive mom and a
family circle that goes beyond — showing up,
organizing, encouraging, and ensuring he grows up
deeply rooted in culture and identity. That kind of
support matters. It shapes confidence. It builds pride.
It creates belonging.
Celebrations like this remind us that when we lift up
our children together, we strengthen future
generations.
Happy 5th Birthday, Akio. May you continue to grow
strong, proud, and supported every step of the way.
Kukwstsétsemc to everyone who came out to honour
him.

Reminder to Social Assistance
Clients Declaration Slips are due on,
March 5th 2026. Please stop by the
Health Centre and fill out a form for

this month. By the end of the day
March 5th, 2026.

Please complete/fill out form.
If you have just signed your name

than it is incomplete please come in
and complete your slips

appropriately.
Declare all income earnings.

-Also Book your appointment for
Annual Reviews.

Packages have gone out Last week.
Booking appointments March 31 -

April 2, 2026
250-457-6233 ext: 242 Savannah

Thank you.



Apply Now! Spring 2026 Salmon Warriors Gathering
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Mon. March 23, 2026

EVENT DATES: Mon. May 11 to Wed. May 13, 2026
LOCATION: Castlegar, BC; Slocan, BC; Revelstoke BC

Young adults aged 19-29 from the Syilx Okanagan, Secwépemc, and Ktunaxa Nations are invited to join
the first Salmon Warriors Spring Gathering, May 11-13, 2026. New and returning Salmon Warriors are
encouraged to apply. This is a Tri-Nation Road Trip to witness and celebrate this year’s annual Salmon
Fry Releases in the upper Columbia River region.
Gather with Elders and community members from all three Nations to help Okanagan Nation
Alliance’s (ONA) kł cp̓ əlk̓  stim̓  Hatchery and Fisheries Team release the fry that Salmon Warriors
helped collect as eggs and fertilize during the annual Broodstock Collection in Fall 2025.
Dams have blocked our salmon from returning to the upper Columbia River for over 87 years; the
salmon need their people. Apply now to join other young adults from our three Nations to learn and
connect with one another, the water, and the land. Together, we are enacting our shared and
generational responsibility to return the salmon to their rightful and ancestral home in the upper
Columbia region.
WHAT TO EXPECT: Full attendance and participation is required throughout. On Monday May 11, we
will carpool to Revelstoke and leave vehicles overnight in the Fairfield Inn Parking Lot. Salmon
Warriors board the shuttle bus to Castlegar, where we will stay the night at the Super 8. Teambuilding
activities, creating agreements, and storytelling will help us get to know each other along the way. On
Tuesday May 12 we will participate in salmon fry releases in Castlegar and Slocan, and then travel to
Revelstoke where we’ll stay overnight. On Wednesday May 13 we will join the morning salmon fry
release in Revelstoke, and then travel home.
SUPPORT: Hotel accommodation, meals, transport, and a $500 honorarium will be provided. Bring
warm clothing and be prepared to spend time outside by the river in cool spring weather.
FILL OUT AND SUBMIT THE APPLICATION FORM AT THIS LINK BY MONDAY, MARCH 23, 2026
For more information, please contact your Nation’s Bringing the Salmon Home Outreach &
Engagement Organizer:

Syilx Okanagan: Billie Jean Gabriel – billiejeangabriel@outlook.com
Ktunaxa: Autumn Patrick – autumn.patrick@ktunaxa.org

Secwépemc: Beverly Saul – culturalcoordinator@shuswapnation.org



**Make sure
to arrive

early to get
your name
on the list





🏠 Housing Applications Still Being Accepted
Housing applications are still being accepted for members interested in Band Housing.

If you’re interested or need help filling out an application, please reach out to Sierra for more
information or support with the process.

📩 Don’t wait—getting your application in helps us better plan for current and future housing needs.



Youth Across Cultures Day Workshop
Join Kiva Morgan Hall, Dario Antoine & Isaac Anderson-Morgan for a full interactive and

fun day of learning.
March 25th

9:30am - 4:00pm
Moccasin Square Gardens 

Fresh Bannock with toppings provided

⭐ This is open to all youth in Kamloops & Area who are 13 -19 years of age. Limited spots,
so please register as soon as possible.

Join Kiva Morgan Hall, Dario Antoine & Isaac Anderson -Morgan, for a powerful full day
workshop that brings youth together through music, art, storytelling & active living. 

This immersive experience invites participants to explore culture in a meaningful and
creative way. Through shared stories, artistic expression, and interactive activities, youth

will deepen their understanding of First Nations traditions while celebrating their own
cultural identities. Youth Across Cultures is a space to listen, learn, create, and connect.

Participants will build pride in who they are, gain insight into the rich history and traditions
of First Nations communities, and experience the strength that comes from sharing culture

across communities.
St’uxwtéws youth are encouraged to apply.

For more questions or information, please contact Angie: angie@kcris.ca



🌸 March 2026 🌸
Key Dates & Observances 

(Canada & BC)
🌍 Month-Long
Observances
Women’s History
Month
Nutrition Month
(Canada)
Developmental
Disabilities
Awareness Month
Brain Injury
Awareness Month
March really is a
month of recognition,
inclusion, and
wellness.







https://acefilm.vids.io/videos/ee9bddbb1b16e2c064/tai
wan-reflectiion-fc-2/download?type=source

World Indigenous Games –
Taiwan 2025 Recap

copy & paste the link below to watch.
or watch on Facebook & the BFN APP

https://acefilm.vids.io/videos/ee9bddbb1b16e2c064/taiwan-reflectiion-fc-2/download?type=source
https://acefilm.vids.io/videos/ee9bddbb1b16e2c064/taiwan-reflectiion-fc-2/download?type=source




Job Opportunities
Statistics Canada – Census Jobs
Secwepemc Child & Family Services Agency is hiring:

Direct Support Worker
Family Enrichment Worker

SNTC – Finance Director
Xatśūll First Nation – Youth Coordinator
Historic Hat Creek Ranch - General Manager (Open until filled)

👉 For more information, check out the BFN Facebook Page or call BFN Reception.







Chief and Council met on February 23rd to review
governance matters, community priorities,
economic development opportunities, and
operational updates. Below is a summary of key
discussions and next steps.
Governance & Membership
Council reviewed governance updates, including
continued implementation of the finalized
Strategic Plan and progress toward developing
the Trespass Bylaw, which will move through
further readings and committee work.
Several new members were formally welcomed
into the Nation. Elders shared remarks and a
welcome song, recognizing the importance of
belonging, identity, and strengthening our
community for future generations.
Upcoming Dates:
March 13 – Open House in Cache Creek
March 28 – Membership Meeting (Membership
Code introduction and discussion)
March 30 – Next Chief & Council Meeting
Community Operations & Workplace Wellness
Council discussed operational matters including
staffing turnover, maintenance needs, and overall
workplace wellness. There was support for
organizing a healing circle to help strengthen
working relationships and restore a positive team
environment.
Additional operational discussions included:
Improving coordination and communication with
RCMP
Reviewing archival systems and pursuing funding
for improved data retrieval and mapping
integration
Addressing damaged community tents and
clarifying departmental responsibilities
Developing clearer policies to support Elders with
mobility or medical needs on community trips
Exploring funding options for accessible vehicles
Economic Development & Environmental
Stewardship
Green Energy & Data Centre Project
Council approved moving forward with feasibility
studies for a proposed Green Energy Solar & Data

Chief & Council Recap - Governance in Action
February 23, 2026

Centre Project, to be explored in partnership with
1% Holdings. Early-stage work will assess land
considerations and overall viability before any
future decisions.
Fortescue BC Exploration Presentation
Representatives presented early exploration plans
involving airborne surveys and potential small-
scale drilling. Council emphasized the importance
of:
Meaningful community consultation
Protection of culturally and environmentally
sensitive areas
Transparent reporting and engagement with
members
The presentation will be on the BFN App for
members-only view. Further engagement
opportunities will be scheduled.
Recycle BC Program
An overview of the Recycle BC program was
presented, outlining potential benefits of joining
the curbside recycling program. A follow-up in-
person presentation will be arranged.
Insurance & Elder Benefit Review
TIPI Insurance Services presented options for
reviewing and strengthening:
Group insurance coverage
Enhanced elder benefits (vision, dental,
prescription, specialized care)
Life insurance options
Property and building insurance coverage
Council requested further comparisons and
information to ensure members receive strong,
competitive coverage that meets community
needs.
Moving Forward
Chief and Council remain focused on:
Strengthening governance
Protecting lands and rights
Supporting Elders and families
Advancing sustainable economic opportunities
Maintaining transparency and accountability
We thank all presenters, staff, and community
members who continue to contribute to building a
strong and resilient Nation.











Contact Membership,

Terri Allan @ 250.457.9624 

**  MEMBERSHIP ADDRESS
UPDATE ~REFERENDUM,

VOTER’S LIST, ETC...**

Save the Date!

📱 Stay Connected with the
BFN App

Make sure you have the BFN
App downloaded and check it

regularly. Important news,
updates, and opportunities are
often shared on the app and
may not always appear on

Facebook or in the newsletter.
Staying connected through the
app helps ensure you don’t miss

out on information that
matters to you and your family.





Understanding the Jay Treaty: What It Means
Many of our people have asked about the Jay Treaty and what it means for Indigenous
Nations today.
The Jay Treaty, signed in 1794 between the United States and Great Britain, included a
provision recognizing that Indigenous peoples have the right to freely cross the U.S.–Canada
border. Long before that border was created, Indigenous Nations lived, travelled, traded, and
maintained family connections across these lands.
Article III of the treaty acknowledged that reality — that the border should not divide
Indigenous peoples from their territories, relatives, and livelihoods.

How It Applies Today
Today, the Jay Treaty is recognized in United States law. Indigenous people born in Canada
who can demonstrate at least 50% Indigenous ancestry may be eligible to:

Enter the United States without a visa
Live and work in the United States
Apply for a U.S. Social Security number

This is often referred to as “Jay Treaty status.”

It is important to understand that Canada does not recognize the Jay Treaty in the same
way the United States does. Entry into Canada is governed by Canadian law, and the treaty
does not automatically grant reciprocal rights for U.S.-born Indigenous people entering
Canada.
Why This Matters
For many Indigenous Nations, including those with cross-border family and cultural ties, the
Jay Treaty represents recognition that our Nations existed long before colonial borders were
imposed.
While it does not erase the complexities of modern immigration systems, it remains an
important legal acknowledgment of Indigenous mobility and inherent rights.
If members have questions about whether Jay Treaty provisions may apply to their personal
circumstances, we encourage seeking legal or immigration advice to understand eligibility
and documentation requirements.
As a Nation, it is important that we continue learning about the legal frameworks that
impact our people — both historically and today.
As St’uxwtéws continues strengthening relationships across borders and preparing for future
international engagement, understanding these legal frameworks supports our members in
navigating travel confidently.







Heading to Merritt to watch the youth play?





Need Support? You’re Not Alone
If this winter season feels heavy,
support is available. Reaching out is a
sign of strength.
Canada-wide, 24/7 supports:

Hope for Wellness Help Line
(Indigenous support)
 📞 1-855-242-3310
 💬 Text HOPE to 45645
Indian Residential Schools Crisis
Support Line (IRSS)
 📞 1-866-925-4419
Talk Suicide Canada
 📞 1-833-456-4566
 💬 Text 45645 (evenings) or 988
Kids Help Phone (Youth & Young
Adults)
 📞 1-800-668-6868
 💬 Text CONNECT to 686868

You do not have to carry things alone.


